
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
For more information contact:   
Emma Koenig, Media Relations & Events Coordinator 
(847) 909-3089 
ekoenig@unitedcc.org 
 

United Community Center’s Volunteers to be  
Honored at First-Ever Virtual Volunteer Celebration 

 
 MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN (March 26, 2020) – Volunteers have been a crucial part of the 
United Community Center (UCC) since the agency began 50 years ago. We are proud to be 
celebrating the 1,000+ “golden” volunteers who share their talent, generosity, and time with 
UCC to make our programs possible. Nothing can stop us from recognizing our amazing 
volunteers, and that is why we will be celebrating our 15th Annual Volunteer Celebration 
virtually this year. We invite all volunteers and community members to join us for a 
Facebook Live celebration on Thursday, April 2 from 5:00-6:00 p.m. Timeline below. 

How to join: Simply follow us on Facebook, @unitedcc, and join us at 5:00 p.m. for 
the LIVE celebration. 

  
5:00 p.m. -   Introduction of Golden Volunteers by Barbara Cerda, UCC Community 

Relations Coordinator 
5:15 p.m. – “The Value of Volunteers” by Laura Gutiérrez, UCC Associate Executive 

Director 
5:30 p.m. - “The Shared Heartbeat of our Volunteers” with Cecilio “Ceeloe” Negrón, 

Jr. 
5:45 p.m. - UCC’s 2020 Volunteer of the Year Awards Presentation 
6:00 p.m. – Closing by Barbara Cerda 

  
Youth Volunteer of the Year: Marisol Abarca 
Marisol, a student from Carroll College,  has been volunteering in the UCC Adult Day 
Center  since September. Twice a week, she assists the Adult Day Center Administrative 
Assistant with greeting the senior clients and their families as they arrive.  Marisol takes on 
the role of nurturer, translator, and volunteer leader for those in our Adult Day Center. We 
thank her for her exceptional dedication to helping those in the community. 
 
Youth Group Volunteer of the Year: UCC’s Peer Mentoring Program 
Peer mentoring is a program that provides Bruce Guadalupe Community School students 
a role model in high school and college. Peer mentoring is a safe space for BGCS 
elementary students to express themselves with their mentors.  This program has been 
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able to improve our student’s ability to handle difficult situations in school. Thank you to all 
these mentors for their hard work. Without them, the Peer Mentoring Program would not 
be possible. 
 
Volunteer Coach of the Year: Antonio Sanchez 
Over the past three years, and this year specifically, Antonio has been instrumental in the 
daily operation of the UCC Athletic Program. Antonio coaches soccer, basketball, and 
volleyball. He truly has raised the bar for giving back to the school and community through 
coaching. 
  
Community Volunteer of the Year: Rachel Barbón 
Rachel is a Registered Nurse at Mercy Health and has been volunteering at the UCC 
Early  Learning Academy since October 2018. She began by reading to 3-4 year olds, and 
now volunteers as a Classroom Assistant. Rachel is extremely dependable with no task 
being too small. Her motivation to help others continues to inspire the community and 
those around here.  
  

    Corporate Volunteer Leader of the Year: Ann Sherwood of RW Baird 
Ann is an unsung hero at UCC who has been volunteering with us since 2015. She 
continues to come back each year with an amazing group of her co-workers to dance with 
the seniors and read with the preschool students. We truly appreciate Ann’s commitment 
to UCC and to our community. Her leadership encourages others to join the UCC Family. 
  
Latino Arts Inc. Volunteer of the Year: Yolanda Carmona 
For the last eight years, Yolanda has spent hundreds of hours creating wonderful themed  
hand-made quilts and baskets. All have been donated to multiple Latino Arts events to 
benefit and support the award winning youth arts program - the Latino Arts Strings 
Program. . The donations from Yolanda are true gifts to the program, and we are thankful 
for the countless volunteer hours Yolanda spends on these works of art! Thank you 
Yolanda for being a rock star volunteer for Latino Arts. 

  
Congratulations to our 2020 UCC Volunteer Award Winners. And a huge “GOLDEN” thank 

you to every single volunteer that has put time and effort into bettering the 
United Community Center this year. 

  
About United Community Center: 
The United Community Center (UCC) provides programs to Hispanics and near South side 
residents of all races and ages in education, cultural arts, recreation, community 
development and health and human services in an effort to help individuals achieve their 
potential by focusing on cultural heritage as a means of personal development. 
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